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ON A HARASSED HUNTER .

THE Lear executlve jet began its deseent, and Callan fastened h1s -geat-helt: .
‘This is going to be a hell of an expenswe night out in the theatre,” he said, and

looked down at the landscape that rushed to meet him : moorland for a background, limit-

less and vast, but a foregiound of old, neat stone. houses, and. then the strip of concrete

that the Lear's tyres
softly kissed in making

.the smooth, unﬂustereﬂ

landing of a pilet who
worked for Hunter for-

Qne reason only e wasg
the best.

“¥You lke the pilay?”
sald Hunter,
“Harmlet ? I glwavs

have,* said Callan. * Buf
coutdn’t we - have - waited
1iil it came to London ?

* Unfortunately that may
never happen,” said Hunter.

His voice was sour, and
Callan knew why., There was
no Bentley waiting ‘at the
airport, . because a - Bentley
would have beenmﬁar too con-
spicuous in al 1 :
Northern town, v Brimy.

Hunter loved his Bentley—
not - least -its  bullet-proot
coachwork -and” windows . of:
specizlly toughened glassg. . . .~
And here he was reducerl to
riding in a' hired IDaimler,
with the local Section apera-
tor for a chauffeur.- and
nothing but- Callan Lo protect
him from a shot from. the
right ;- for a shot from . the

“left there was no nrntecmon

but  the car door—and. a
bullet - from. & ‘Magnum -
revolver could . . ®o Tight

through. a car that  hasn't
!t:ﬂgn snecfial]v ¢ l_f:re.-a‘::';ﬁ_-cl-t--all

way  {rom e bhoot 1o
the engine blouk IR

.. Thev reach.:.
last Hunter 100, ed at it and

et -Hunter out like  this.

Standing orders werce

that he was to take maxi-
muun - Security  precautiong
at all times, ang here 'he
was  without even the
statutory two bodyguards. . . .
Not 1ust 3. big -ane, thought
Callan : a wvery, very secret
one as. well

They travelied in silenGE‘
there was a leldlﬂg panel
between passengers and driver,
but np written guarantee thaf .
the Daimler wasn't ‘bugged.

l_'r had to be a big.one' to.

|

by JAMES MITCHELL

ighed.
All right, . tho

it isn’t the Ritz,
you #iave to come heére ? . .
By the look on Hunter's face
Callan decided that he’d had
- to. do just thaat.

the hotel at

ught Callan
gps Bt aid

They went up to thelr

rooms, and Hunter waited zs
Callan -went over them both
for bugs and ‘baoby traps:
waited and sipped at sherry
that was.pale and dry enough
even for him,
_ thought Cailan, as he worked.

Thank God.

.burst into tears. . . .

If the hotel had sent up
olorose, Hunter would  have
Callan
went on searching., No hugs.
No bombs under the bed.

" Well.? * Hunter sald.

« ] don't like it here” sa.1d
Callan,

Hunter looked disgustedly
round him @ wallpaper that
for some reason reminded
him of the soup atb his school,,
and a calpet. that recalled t.he
cabbage. )

“Who. Would?"'ne sald.

“1 mean I don't like the
set-up,” said Callan. “ The

locks aren’t cuen o 3olce--and,
there are loo many ways up .

stairs, Ujt,

willed it there.

window,
called.

“You mdered' beer and

sandwiches sir,” sald a voice. Hunter jerked his hand,
Callan  transferred the gun trymg to  pull away, and

to his pocket; kept his -hand found he couldn’t: not any

on it, and opened the door. A more.

walter. with & sray, chicken S Dom't  yow thinmk gou'd

sandwicnes, (wo bottles of  better ten me what I'm mized

beer . And that was &ll. up in?”. Ceallan asked, and

Callan gave the man money,
and watched him lcave, and
Hunter's hand reached out for -
a sandwich. Callan reached,
out to stop him. His hand
closed on Hunter's forcing the

firg-escapg ——
There was & knock at the
door, and the Magnum came
into Callan’s hand as if he'd
He moveﬁ
Hunter from .the line of the
then went to the
angle of the door. “ Yes 7 ” he

fingers open 80 that the sand—
wich fell and parted:
Dhlcl-.en that by the look of
it .hadn't died w:t.hout. a
strugele.

“David--what the devil Fad
Hunter began.

7 tmenic we're at risk”
Callan said. * You are at risk.
My orders say theti should
never happen. Never. But it is
happening — and if you die
I'm to blame.”

_Hunter nodded at last. Gallan
released him, and Hunter
looked at the livid -marks that
Callan's fingers had made.

“ You don’t Enow your own
strength,” he said.

“ Qh. bet ! do,” said Callan.
o Your experts taught me how
Why are we

—years ago.
lere 2

“To Jearn a Iman's address”
And find ‘the man—and kil)

*And you broke cover for
Why mnot just send
or

hlm

that ?
Meares with
FiteMaurice.? »

*1 have to know bhls man

is dead.”

“ My word wouldn’t be good
enough for-you ? "

Hunter looLed towards the

table

'I'm  hunegry)””

“ Thirsty tao.”

sald.’

“Me an' ail,” said Callan.
“ Buf first I've got (o mag;."
“ Sir,

His vpice
please,”

hear
Hunter.

“The man I'm after
Hunter sald.
~ code name is Lubov. That's all

E.GB”»

altered.
“ For God’'s
sake tell me.” Rare indeed to
Callan * beg,

hie said.

thought

is .

* His
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GREENWICH 154 Trafalgar Rd.
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I kunow. I—Ies a wei-joly expert.
Grade Fourl

And that was all 1t needed.
Wet-job was K.G.B. jargon
for assassination, and. Grade
Four was lhe highest there
Was.
. “There’s an acior av the.
theatre here who knows who
Lubov I sﬂand. I want Lubov.”

UNTER paused, and
for the brielest of
moments Callan
chounght he saw a
Buman emotion on Hunters
face, and the emotiogn. Was

grief, Then Hunier becane
impassive again.

“7 want him {or one. ot she -

first jous - ne cver did,” said
Huntex.
pesi Just, before the H.un-
garign uprising.”

“* But tnat wos years a,go

«Twenuy,” © sald, Hunter.
“1 ‘wasn't tlie head of the
section in those days —and:

this was the first big joo L.

was tesponsible for., Lubov
killed one of my operatwes A
good one.”

Callan thought : Bub this 1s
crazaness.  Blokes like Hunter
expect operatives to get killed.
It's a risk they take,
vhey knew ik And - Hunter
knows 1t. - And 11 he loses gne

start yelling for revenge like
Ha.mlets tather,

“Aloud he said :
Lubov knocked 017 because he

brave, intelligent woman.”
: “YEa but even so—"
“ She. was my daughter.”

have heen to get him out of
the hotel, now, and over to
the an‘pcnt. hnd back ko

{| London—excent by the lack
of himt he wouldn't ruddv go. .

It would have to be sweet
reason, aiter all.

“ You've got -to_be joking.”
said Callan,
people — setting up- hate
killing, And how cauld it be

a daughler of yours anyway ?

ha,ts dead -against orders.
No relatives.
Ivans too much leverage.”

Hunter said imbassively:.
dign't - know it  was mv
daughter. Not then, I'd met
her mother in Budapest before
the .war when I'd just got in
to this—this -game." He spab
out the word. * It wasn't until
the cru, was dead that I even
knew 1 had a daughter—and
then her mother ﬂot word to
me—just betore she died t.ou »

“ Lubov again? ™

“ A Russian_tank. Ncnw may I
‘have a sandwich ¥ :
- Wh.'y not 2" said Callan.
Ju If we're going to behave lzke
amateurs lef’s go all the woy.”
But. ' the " sandwiches coli-
tained nothing more lethal
than the chicken.
* Who's the accor kX as‘sed
Callan.

‘1 doub$ if. youw've heard of

 job for me. Just one. He was
07l sorie kind of CUICUI‘&J tour
in Bast Europe—-which is how
he met Lubov, . . He has 3
-quite remarkable memor_v et
“He has - tuck " too,”
Callen, *if he met a Grade.
Four and survived. it -
. .The 7performance -of the
play was less -than memor-
able, True,
played the prince was one of

- H’ was tm'ee

* A welk-jon o Buda-

and
he sends another. He doesn’s .

= You want .

killed . SO geezer i:wentyi
“years ago? )

“ Not a geezer,” sald Hun-
ter. " A woman. A voung,

The only sane thilg would

“You of al. -

It gives tha :

" LA tank shell * said Hunner. .

“ BEvan Lang,” said Hunt.er'.
fim, but he's zood. He did g -

said .

the actor who

Fv) OFIC o« and’
dare he use
his gun?

the five - tuilv paid  up:
members of the Trotskyite:
Workers' ~ Party, and _the
actress who wiayved Ophelia”
performeéd her mad _scene
naked, which pceasioned some
novel 4ase for her wild .
flowers, but tae only ‘actor
worth twopence was Polowuius.

Polonius “wag HEvan Lang.
A plg man who ocould lock
old ; comic; crambiing, an’
actor with “the range and-:
abllity and power Lo play
“Othello,. or Lear, with any”
company  in the world, aAnd
here he was shoring up this
shambles: a lion among
haboohs.,

. During the inberva.l Gauan
saiq, “ He really is good.”
Hunter nodded. “ Then what's
he doing in Lhis dzsaster .
- v He gebs drunk,” said
Huntel. “ At every. s.vauame
opportunity.” .

van Lang died beautifully
behing the arras. bub wasn't’
.on stage for the cuprtan,
call,” o : i

When it ended,
said : " Do.we go back?”

“No., said Hunter.
pleck hini up and-we talk ab.
the hotel.”

Callan went round fo the *
stage - dogor.. .. Fhat = meant.
-.Hunter, was _alone- in  the
Igalmler, but what elsa could

-3

©Iet was wc.rse "than’ an.
amasteur JOb hut he was gtuck -

with it.. The best ne conld.

mManage was to tell their driver .

to cruise. around at-random,
but to pass the streetcorner’
“by the stage
minute, ittervals. The driver”
"had very properly looked:
incredulots ab such idioey bus’
hed: known for- long enough ™
that, they were- all loonies at

Hunter's H.Q—and dangerous’
loumes atthati So he did as

was pold, andg aI.laII
wa,\ted il:n: Eva.n L.ang‘ -

HEY Jumped inm
efficiently enough;

three  young . men - in
street - fighters gear:

. mash helmets and motor-blke
overalis and steel-shdd boots, !
.one with a knife and two with

coshes, thres lads with a job’

to do, lads in a hmry They

must hkave beén: they even

leit their-car engine running, °

a§ they fanned out ik a lLine:
across. the street and moved
in dgn Callan,”

They were a bproblem, no
doubt about it. He had the
Magnum, of course, and-éven
by the rather dodry light of ..
a street lamp he couId shoot

them with no trouble at all ;’
but was it right to start gun— B

play
city-?
. ‘Was It. even wise ? Shppose
8 copper came ? . . . I'll shoot!
-only if I must, thought Calian.
I'im not takmg a leathering
Irom- these three ... and®

in th1= fair. if . arimy,

proceeded - t,o do -’ the" unex-

‘pected
Instear of shrankmg back, .
.he charged at the cenbral
figure of the three, the ‘one
with. the knife—and swerved
.- as the knife-blade lunged, got
two hands to the kmfe-mans
wrish, pulled him sideways s0
that, ‘He  cannoned. into one
geezer with a cosh, then
pulled again so that the knifes
.-man hig the other, and in the
%ocess found that His | arm was
roken, and began bg screaim.
- Bug "the  soream digd-as a
hand " like- an axe - blads
-smashed against his jaw; and™

to kicl:. ane- cosh-man n t,ne

Callan -

cor 8t Lhree-’ .

he fell and Calian leaped bim .

for the dxsa‘bled
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